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Former Colleague Aided U.S.
In Trapping Ex-C.LA. Agent

WASHINGTON, June 28 — Last July,
Emest R, Kelser, an urban» New York

Lusicessman with mysterions intell-

gence connactions, approachad the Jusw
tice Department with an vnusual offer,
He said he could help the Government
capture Edwia P, Wilsun, a former

Arzerican intelligence agent accused of

illogally alding Libyan terroricis. -
At the tim2, 7ir. Wilson was !iving in
Libya and tic American Government
scemed powerlssy to bring hita back to
the Unaited States to stand trial on a

]

yuiber of charges, including the illegal
hipment of explosives to Libya and
_conspiracy to commi: murder,

Mr. Kziser sald he knew Mr, Wilson
and thouzht he could lure him out of
Libya so thut the Federal authorities
cowdd arrest hin.

.Nearly a year later, on June 15, Mr.

Wilson was errosted by Federal ageats |

ot Fonnedy intecmationz! Alrpert in

L City after beiny s

8

+v, Ile vrzs arraignad in Fed-
eral District Court here ¢n June 18 and
is cwereatly being held In the Washing-
ton area with hail set 2t $20 rillion,
“Eis copinre vvas the finzl act inenin-
sreaticnal drama that besan last July.
vy:d et on three coatinonts, vrith
¢azens of particivants, m vt
thzly involved, it 2 effort to apprehend
Me. Wilcen was ou=of ther iuost unortho-
i raanlunts ever coxiucted by the
Justice Depactacnt, according to de-
ficlals, Iiv, Wilsen's attor-
the legality 7 the
e, '

15 wheoea erodibility is
questiveeble, 4 definttive account con-
not yot bo uleced together, Saveral lizy
pardeirants, Including the Federal
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-prosecutors who supervised the effort,

have decliriaid to discuss the matter.
However, 2 reconstruction of events

is possible, based on interviews with

Mr. Keiser, Government officials and

or familizr with parts of the trap that
ensnared Mr. Wilson. What follows is
eir account of what happened.

The Government’s initial efforts to
apprehend Mr. Wilson, which began
s00n 2fter he was indicted in April 1580,
involved the issuance of international
arrest v;arrants and preparation of the
groundwork for extradition should h2 be

mid 50°s, has thinnin.

apprehended. Mr. Wilcon, by th= time
of his indictment, had fled the United
States, moving his base of operations
from Washington to Europe and Libya.

In August 1983, Mr. Wilson was seized
by oificials in Malta and held in custedy
for more than three days, but hs fled
shortly before ke was to be turned over
to the Americas authorities, ..

Eager But Sceptical

The appearance of Mr. Keiser last
summer was viewed with mixsd fesl-
ings by Justice Department officials.
On the one hand, they were frustrated
by their inability to capture Mr. Wilson
and were eager for My, Keiser’s assist-
ance. On the other hand, some officials
questicned Mr, Keiser’s credibility and
worried aboui what he might want in » >
turn. He went to the Justice Deprrt-
ment, according to Govermnment cffi-
cials, after first approaching the White
House, where officials expressed little
interestin hiseffer. -

Mr. Keiser, who lived in Mamaro-
neck, N.Y., at the time, described him-
selfas a real estate and construction en-
treprenzur who spent 29 years in the,
Middle Exst handling a varieiy of intel.
ligence zssirunents for the United

- States end oiher naticns, d:partraent.
- officials said,

He told officials that he met Mr. Wil-

" son in South America in the mid-155)’s

while Mr. VWilsen was working for the
Centrel Intellige Agency. Ee sajd ho
aud Mr. Wilscn had collaboiaiod on a’
number of busiv= 55 dealy, .

Mr. Kelser said he decided 1o offer his
help te the Covernment after hearing
about published zocounts of Mr. Wil
sen's alleged criminal zctivities,

Background Is Unclear

Much about Mr. Keiseo’s back-
ground, howevar, was une’ear then,
even to Justice Departmec cfiicials,
and reqrains s0. The exact v o2 of his
intelligence work, for iustancs, is a
mystery. The C.LA,, according to Rea-
gan Administration ollicials fam r
with the case, reported that Mr. Ke'ser
had never worked directiy fo. the aoen-
cy, but did not rule out the possihiity
that he might have had an indirect 2s-
sociation, . .

Mr. Kejser, who appears ) be ia his-
gt baje and a'
jaunty air. e spoaks fluen: Eng'ish:
with a slight Cermanic acrent, hy! he
said in an interview that he kad grown
up in Argenting and attesded baurding
school in Chile,

Mr. Keiser's credibility vias such an
issue to some Federal ¢¥icials that
when senior officials at th» Federal T
reau of Investigation lzarned about his
offer to help aporehond Mr. Vilsen,
they declined to participate iu the case
because, cne senior burciu ofiicial
said, Mr. Keiser was considered “un.
reliable.”

F.B.I. officials said that sume yerus
ago Mr, Keiser proved to be an »ntast-
worthy informaat in another cian, Mr.
Keiser's attorney, Fugens L1 Propper,
said that the charge “was Indicious.”

Chanrels of Cormmunizetioa

Despite sericus miszivings, Justice
Department officials decided by 1o
August to work vith Mr. Keicor. I ¥ late
August be had opened channels of com-
munication with Mr. Wilson and the
fugitive's assuciates in Libya and Eu-
rone. Dan Dirale, an associate of Mr.
Keiser, travel:" o Tuaisia Inte I
sunmumner far an. otn with € veral Wite
son associates, aceording to Govern-
mento!ficials.

Mr. Kuiser's srates
with Justice Depart; -t
to lure Mir. Wilson ouiof Libya b sev. |
eral means, One w23 to create 1 i
iness deals that world roqeire.
resence elsewhere, A seco. v

national security officials were §
ested in intelligence informa’ .
might have about Libya and the 5iddie
East and would consider urgivgtine us.
tice Departraent to be lenient in his
casa, |

Mr. Wilsen was appar:-:ily receptive
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